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THE “LATIN” EMPIRE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

The Fourth Crusade ended with the conquest of Constantinople by the Crusaders and the creation of a 
“Latin Empire” along the Straits and in much of Greece. The Latin Empire saw itself as a continuation of the 
Eastern Roman (Byzantine) imperial tradition, and its emperor was called emperor of Constantinople or of 
Romanie (from Greek Romania , i.e., “Roman land”). In addition to direct control over the environs of 
Constantinople and a claim to the yet unconquered lands of Asia Minor, the Latin emperor was overlord of the 
kingdom of Thessalonica (and its vassals in Athens, Bodonitsa, and Euboea), of the duchy of Naxos, and from 
1209 of the principality of Achaea. But the new polity never achieved its intended extent and remained heavily 
influenced by Venice. Except for the successful reign of Henri, the empire experienced serious setbacks from the 
start: Baudouin I and Pierre were both defeated and captured by enemies (Bulgaria and Epirus, respectively), and 
new emperors had to be repeatedly imported from the West, necessitating regencies in their absence (1216— 

1217, 1219—1221, 1228—1231, 1237—1239), and while Baudouin II desperately tried to raise cash from fellow 
monarchs. By the mid-1240s Constantinople was encircled by Nikaian possessions and almost entirely 
dependent on Venetian naval power. 

When the Byzantines of Nikaia succeeded in retaking the city in 1261, Baudouin II fled to the west, 
retaining nominal suzerainty over the Latin states in Greece. Even this was greatly compromised when he ceded 
suzerainty over the principality of Achaea to the king of Sicily (Naples) by the Treaty of Viterbo in 1267. 

Subsequent Latin emperors were essentially dependents of Naples; several (Catherine II, her sons Robert and 
Philippe III, and grandson Jacques of Baux) did acquire a measure of actual authority by being invested with the 
principality of Achaea by the kings of Naples. On the death of Jacques of Baux the imperial title appears to have 
been included in his bequest of the principality of Achaea to the Valois dukes of Anjou. But in 1387 the title to 
the principality was sold to the Hospitallers, while the claims to the imperial title seem to have lapsed. 

Emperors of Constantinople 

House of Flanders and Hainatdt 

1204—1205 Baudouin I ... son of count Boudewijn VIII of Flanders; crowned 1 204 1 

1206—1216 Henri... brother of Baudouin I; regent 1205 — 1206; crowned 1206 

1216—1219 Yolande ... sister of Henri; crowned 1217 
& 1216—1217 Pierre of Courtenay ... husband ofYolande; son of Pierre I of Courtenay; crowned 
Capetian Hotue of Courtenay 

1220—1228 Robert I ... son of Pierre and Yolande; crowned 1221 
House of Brienne 

1229—1237 Jean ... son of count Erard II of Brienne; Jerusalem 1210—1212; father of Marie, wife of 
Baudouin II (below); crowned 1231 
Capetian House of Courtenay 

1237—1273 Baudouin II ... son of Pierre and Yolande; husband of Marie, daughter of Jean; associated 
1229; crowned 1240; lost Constantinople 1261 

1273 — 1283 Philippe I ... son of Baudouin II 

1283 — 1307 Catherine I ... daughter of Philippe I 

& 1301 —1307 Charles, of Valois ... married Catherine I; son of king Philippe III of France; died 1325 
Capetian House of Valois 

1307—1346 Catherine II ... daughter of Charles and Catherine I; Achaea 1333 — 1 346 
& 1313 —1332 Philippe II ofTaranto ... married Catherine II; son ofking Carlo II ofNaples; Achaea 1307—1313 
Capetian House of Anjou (Taranto) 

1346—1364 Robert II ... son of Philippe II and Catherine II; Achaea 1346—1364’ 

1364—1374 Philippe III ... brother of Robert II; Achaea 1364—1374 

1 In Bulgarian captivity from 1205 to his death (in 1206?). 

1 In Epirote captivity from 1217 to his death (in 1218?). 

! In Hungarian captivity 1348—1352. 
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House of Baux 

1374—1383 Jacques ... son of Francois of Baux by Marguerite, sister of Philippe III; Achaea 1381 — 1383 
(titular claims passed to the dukes of Anjou 1383, lapsed 1387?) 

KINGDOM OF THESSALONICA (SALONIQUE) 

The kingdom of Thessalonica was a vassal of the Latin Empire and claimed suzerainty over all Latin Greece, 
except for the lands held by the Venetians and, from 1109, for the principality of Achaea (which had become an 
immediate vassal of the Empire). Lord of the kingdom of Thessalonica, Bonifacio I was killed in battle before he 
could be crowned king, but his son Demetrio was supported by the Latin emperor Henri against his own 
rebellious barons. In 1114 Thessalonica was conquered by the Epirotes and Demetrio fled to Italy. He and his 
successors remained nominal overlords of the duchy of Athens, the lordships of Bodonitsa and Salona, and the 
terzieri of Negroponte (Euboea). Demetrio bequeathed his title to the Holy Roman emperor Friedrich II, who 
ceded it back to the house of Montferrat in 1239. The marquis of Montferrat abandoned these claims in 1184, 
when his daughter married the Byzantine emperor Andronikos II. However, the Latin emperor Baudouin II had 
already invested the duke of Burgundy with the title to the kingdom of the Thessalonica in 1166. Of the 
Burgundian claimants to the kingdom only one, Louis, made an appearance in Greece and in his case mostly 
because he had become prince of Achaea by marriage. After Louis’ untimely death in 1316, his brother and 
successor ceded the title back to the Latin empress Catherine II of Valois. 

In the list below names are presented in standard Italian and French forms, as appropriate. 

Kings of Thessalonica 

House of Montferrat 

1104—1207 Bonifacio I ... son of marquis Guglielmo V of Montferrat 

1107—1130 Demetrio ... son of Bonifacio I; lost Thessalonica 1114 
House of Hohenstaufen 

1130—1139 Federico ... son of emperor Heinrich VI; abdicated; Sicily 1197—1150; Empire 1115 — 1150 
House of Montferrat 

1139—1153 Bonifacio II, the Giant ... son of marquis Guglielmo VI of Montferrat, son of Bonifacio I 

1153 — 1184 Guglielmo, the Great ... son of Bonifacio II; abdicated, died 1191 

(claims passed to the Byzantine Empire 1 184) 

Capetian House of Burgundy 

1166—1272 Hugues I ... son of duke Eudes III of Burgundy 

1172—1306 Robert ... son of Hugues I 

1306—1313 Hugues II ... son of Robert; abdicated, died 1315 

1313 — 1316 Louis ... son of Robert; Achaea 1313 — 1316 

1316—1311 Eudes ... son of Robert; abdicated, died 1 349 
(claims passed to the Latin Empire 1311) 

CRUSADER PRINCIPALITIES IN GREECE AND THE AEGEAN 

The lords participating in the Fourth Crusade proceeded to carve out principalities for themselves wherever 
they could around the Aegean, meeting with most success in central and southern Greece and the islands. The 
princes of Achaea were vassals of the kingdom of Thessalonica from 110 5, of the Latin Empire from 1 109, and 
of the kingdom ofNaples after the Treaty ofViterbo in 1167. From 1136 the princes of Achaea enjoyed 
suzerainty over Euboea, Naxos and the Archipelago, and Cephalonia and Zante. The dukes of Athens were 
independent from them, except as vassals for the lordships of Argos and Nauplia. The extinction of the male line 
of Villehardouin princes in 1178 destabilized the principality of Achaea, which fell prey to Neapolitan officials 
and nominees, as well as other claimants and even Hospitallers and a captain of the Navarrese Company; this 
allowed the gradual reconquest of the Peloponnesos by the Byzantines by 1431. The duke of Athens was killed 
against the Catalan Company in 1311 (as were the lords of Salona and Bodonitsa), and the duchy passed to the 
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nominees of the Aragonese kings of Sicily, then to the enterprising Florentine house of Acciaioli by 1388. 

Internecine struggles eased the Ottoman conquest of Attica and Boeotia in 1455 — 1460. 

Meanwhile most of the Cyclades has been conquered by Marco Sanudo, the nephew of doge Enrico Dandolo 
of Venice in 1107. Sanudo was granted the title “duke of Naxos and the Archipelago” by the Latin emperor 
Henri, and his duchy survived, in part due to the good rapport between the Italians and Greeks, until 1566, 
when it was first granted to a Jewish client of the Ottomans, and then annexed 1579. 

In the Ionian Sea the islands of Cephalonia and Zante fell into the hands of an Apulian adventurer named 
Matteo (Maio) Orsini in 1194. The county became vassal to the papacy 1107, to Venice 1209, and to Achaea 
1236. The Treaty ofViterbo in 1267 gave the suzerainty to Naples. In the 14 th and 15 th centuries the Orsini and 
Tocco counts of Cephalonia took a prominent part in the affairs of Latin Greece and came to dominate Epirus, 
but lost their possessions to the rising power of the Ottoman Turks in the end. 

In the lists below names are presented in French, Italian, and Catalan forms, as appropriate. 

Princes of Achaea or Morea (Achate, La Moree) 

House of Champlitte 

1205 — 1209 Guillaume I ... son of Eudes I of Champlitte, son of count Hugues of Champagne 

House of Villehardottin 

1209—1218 Geoffroy I ... son of Jean of Villehardouin 

1218—1245 Geoffroy II ... son of Geoffroy I 

1245 — 1278 Guillaume II ... son of Geoffroy I 4 5 

Capetian House of Anjou (Naples) 

1278—1285 Charles I, of Anjou ... son ofking Louis VIII of France; Sicily 1266—1282; Naples 1266—1285 

1285 — 1289 Charles II, the Lame ... son of Charles I; abdicated; Naples 1285 — 13095 

House of Villehardouin 

1289—1307 Isabelle ... daughter of Guillaume II; deposed, died 1311 
& 1289—1297 Florent of Avesnes ... husband of Isabelle; son of count Jean I ofHainault 

& 1301 —1307 Philippe I of Savoy ... married Isabelle; son of count Tommaso III of Piedmont; died 1334 

Capetian House of Anjou (Taranto) 

1307—1313 Philippe II ... son of Charles II; Latin emperor 1313 —1332 
House of Avesnes 

1313 — 1318 Mahaut... daughter of Florent and Isabelle; deposed, died 1331 

& 1313 —1316 Louis of Burgundy ... husband of Mahaut; son of duke Robert II of Burgundy; also Thessalonica 

— Ferran of Majorca ... husband of Isabelle, daughter of Isnard of Sabran by Marguerite, 
daughter of Guillaume II; son of king Jaume II of Majorca; rival 1315 — 1316 
Capetian House of Anjou (Durazzo) 

1318—1333 Jean, of Gravina ... formally married Mahaut; son of Charles II; abdicated, died 1336 
Capetian House of Valois 

1 3 3 3 — 1 3 46 Catherine ... widow of Philippe II; daughter of count Charles of Valois; Latin empress 1307—1346 

— Jaume of Majorca ... son of Ferran; rival 1344—1349; Majorca 1324—1349 
Capetian House of Anjou (Taranto) 

1346—1364 Robert... son of Philippe II and Catherine; also Latin emperor 6 

1364—1374 Philippe III ... brother of Robert; also Latin emperor 

— Marie of Bourbon ... widow of Robert; daughter of duke Louis I of Bourbon; rival 1364—1370; 
abandoned claim, died 1387 

— Hugues of Lusignan ... son of Marie by Guy, son ofking Hugues IV of Cyprus; associated with 
mother 1364—1370; abandoned claim, died 1379/1386 


4 In Byzantine (Nikaian) captivity 1259—1262. 

5 In Aragonese captivity 1284—1288. 

6 In Hungarian captivity 1348—1352. 
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Capetian House of Anjou (Naples) 

1374—1381 Jeanne ... daughter of duke Carlo of Calabria, son of king Roberto of Naples, son of Charles II; 
Naples 1343 —1381; deposed, died 1382 7 

House of Baux 

1381 — 1383 Jacques ... son of Francois of Baux by Marguerite, sister of Philippe III; Latin emperor 1374—1383 

Capetian Hottse of Anjou (Durazzo) 

1383 — 1386 Charles III, the Little ... son of count Luigi of Gravina, son of Jean; Naples 1381 — 1386; Hungary 

1385—1386 

1386— 1396 Ladislas ... son of Charles III; abdicated; Naples 1386—1414 

— Amedeo of Savoy ... son of Giacomo, son of Philippe I; rival 1386—1391, died 1401 
House of San-Superan 

1396—1402 Pedro, Bordo ... captain of the Navarrese Company; regent since 1386 

1402—1404 Maria Zaccaria ... widow of Pedro; regent for children; daughter of Centurione I Zaccaria; deposed 
House of Zaccaria 

1404—1432 Centurione ... son of Andronico Asano Zaccaria, brother of Maria 8 
1432—1460 Caterina ... daughter of Centurione; deposed, died 1462 
& 1432—1460 Thomas Palaiologos ... husband of Caterina; son of emperor Manouel II of Byzantium; deposed, 
died 1465 

— Giovanni Asano Centurione ... bastard son of Centurione; rival 1454; died 1469 
(to the Ottoman sultanate 1460) 

Dukes of Athens (Athenes) and lords of Thebes (Thebes) 

House of La Roche 

1205 — 1225 Othon ... son of Pons ofLa Roche-sur-Ognon; great lord (megaskyr) of Athens 1205; lord of 

Thebes 1209; abdicated, died :i234 

1225 — 1263 Guy I ... son of Pons of Flagey, brother of Othon; associated in Thebes 1211; duke 1260 

1263 — 1280 Jean I ... son of Guy I 
1280—1287 Guillaume I ... son of Guy I 
1287—1308 Guy II (Guyot) ... son of Guillaume I 
House of Brienne 

1308—1311 Gautier I ... son of count Hugues of Brienne by Isabelle, daughter of Guillaume I 
1311 Gautier II ... son of Gautier I; deposed, died 1356 
House of Desllor 

1311 —1312 Roger ... appointed by the Catalan Company; abdicated; Salona 1311— c.i 320 
House of Aragon (Sicily) 

1312—1317 Manfred ... son of king Federico II of Sicily; duke as Sicilian vassal 
1317—1338 Guillem II ... brother of Manfred 
1338—1348 Joan II ... brother of Guillem II 
1348—13 5 5 Frederic I ... son of Joan II 

1355 —13 yy Frederic II, the Simple ... son of king Pietro II of Sicily, brother of Joan II; Sicily 1355 — 1377 

1377—1381 Maria ... daughter of Frederic II; deposed; Sicily 1377—1402 
House of Aragon-Catalonia 

1381 — 1387 Pere, the Ceremonious ... son of king Alfonso IV of Aragon; Aragon 1336—1387 

1387— 1388 Joan III, the Hunter ... son of Pere; deposed 9 ; Aragon 1387—1396 

7 In 1376—1381 the principality was leased to the Knights of Saint John (Hospitallers). 

8 Briefly in Byzantine captivity in 1424; after 1430 de facto left with his barony of Arcadia (Kyparissia) and the 
title of prince, while the principality was taken over by his son-in-law Thomas Palaiologos. 

9 The Catalans held Thebes until 1379, Athens until 1385, and its acropolis until 1388. 
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House of Acciaioli 

1388—1394 Nerio I ... son of Jacopo Acciaioli of Florence; formally duke 1394 as Neapolitan vassal 10 

1394—143 5 Antonio I ... bastard son of Nerio I; in Athens from 1404 11 ; formally duke 1405 

1435 — 1439 Nerio II ... son of Franco, bastard son of Dorino, brother of Nerio I; deposed 

1439—1441 Antonio II ... brother of Nerio II 
1441 —1451 Nerio II ... restored 
1451 —1455 Francesco I ... son of Nerio II; deposed 
1455 — 1460 Francesco II (Franco) ... son of Antonio II 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1460 11 ) 

(Joint) Lords of Thebes (Thebes) 

House of Saint-Omer 

11207—1217: Nicolas I ... son of Guillaume IV of Saint-Omer; feudatory in Boeotia 

: 1219—1240: Bela ... son of Nicolas I; married Bonne de La Roche, daughter of Othon of Athens 

11258—1294 Nicolas II ... son of Bela 
1294—1296: Othon ... son of Bela 

11299—1311 Nicolas III ... son of Jean, son of Bela; deposed, died 1314 
(to Catalan Athens 1311) 

Lords of Argos and Nauplion 
1212—1311 (to Athens) 

House of Brienne 

1311 — 1356 Gautier II ...son of duke Gautier I of Athens; Athens 1311 
House of Enghien 

1356—1377 Guy ... son of Gautier III of Enghien by Isabelle, sister of Gautier IT? 

1377—1388 Marie ... daughter of Guy; deposed, died 1393: 

& 1377—1388 Pietro Corner ... husband of Marie; son of Federico Corner 

(to Byzantine Morea 1389; Nauplia to Venice 1389—1540; Argos to Venice 1394—1463; then to 
the Ottoman sultanazz) 

Lords of Bodonitsa (1205-1414) and Karystos (1406-1470) 

House of Pallavicino 

1205 — 1237: Guido ... son of marquis Guglielmo Pallavicino of Scipione 

: 1254—1264: Uberto ... son of Guido 

11278—1286 Isabella ... daughter of Uberto 

1286—? Tommaso ... son of Corrado, son of Rubino, brother of Guido 
?—1311 Alberto ... son of Tommaso 
1311 — 1358 Guglielma ... daughter of Alberto 
& 1327—1334 Bartolommeo Zaccaria ... married Guglielma; son ofMartino Zaccaria 
& 1335 — !345 Niccolo I Giorgio ... married Guglielma; son of Filiasio Giorgio; divorced, died 1354 

House of Giorgio (Zorzi) 

1358—1382: Francesco ... son of Niccolo I and Guglielma 

10 Lord of Corinth by 1371, Nerio I enlisted the support of a section of the Navarrese Company and took 
Megara 1374, Thebes 1379, Athens 1385, and its acropolis from 1388; in Venetian captivity 1389—1390. 

11 The Venetians held Athens 1394—1402 and its acropolis until 1403. 

11 The Ottoman Turks took Athens 1456, its acropolis 1458?, and Thebes 1460. 

■5 The title to the duchy of Athens was claimed by Guy’s brother Sohier (13 56—1367), Sohier’s son Gautier III 
(1367—1381), and Guy and Sohier’s brother Louis (1381 — 1394). 
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:i 388—1410 Jacopo I ... son of Francesco; Ottoman vassal 1394 
1410—1411 (to the Ottoman sultanate) 

141 1 — 1436 Niccolo II ... son of Francesco; Karystos in Euboea from 1406; lost Bodonitsa 1414 

1436—1447 Jacopo II ... son of Niccolo II; in Karystos 

1447—1470 Antonio ... son of Jacopo II; in Karystos; deposed, died 1498 

(Bodonitsa to the Ottoman sultanate 1414; Karystos to the Ottoman sultanate 1470) 

Lords and counts of Salona 

House of Autremencourt 

1205 —1110 Thomas I ... lord of Salona 14 

1125 8: Thomas II ... son of Thomas I 
:i275: Guillaume ... son of Thomas II 

11294—1311 Thomas III ... son of Guillaume 
House of Desllor 

1311 —c. 1320 Roger ... married widow of Thomas III 
House of Aragon (Sicily) 

c. 13 20—1338 Alfons Frederic ... bastard son of king Federico II of Sicily; count (of Malta and Gozo) 1330 

1338—1350 Pere Frederic ... son of Alfons Frederic; deposed, died 1356 

1350—1356 (to Athens) 

1356—1359 Jaume Frederic ... son of Alfons Frederic; abdicated, died 1365 
1359—1375 Bonifaci Frederic ... son of Alfons Frederic; deposed, died 1376 
1375 — 1382 Lluis Frederic ... son of Jaume Frederic 

1382—1394 Maria Frederic ... daughter of Lluis Frederic; deposed, died c. 1395 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1394; to Byzantine Morea 1402; to the FFospitallers 1404; to the 
Ottoman sultanate 1410) 


House of Sanudo 
1207—1227 
1227—1262 
1262—1292: 
:i 303— C.l 322 
C. 1 322—1 341 
1341—1362 
1362—1371 
& 1364—1371 

House of Carceri 
1371-1383 
House of Crispo 
1383-1397 

1397-1418 

1418-1437 

I437-I447 

1447-1453 


Dukes of Naxos and the Archipelago 

Marco I ... son of Marco Sanudo; duke as vassal of the Latin Empire 

Angelo ... son of Marco I 

Marco II ... son of Angelo 

Guglielmo I ... son of Marco II 

Niccolo I ... son of Guglielmo I 

Giovanni I ... son of Guglielmo I 

Fiorenza ... daughter of Giovanni I 

Niccolo II, Spezzabanda ... married Fiorenza; son of Guglielmo Azzo, son of Marco, son of Marco II; 
died 1374: 

Niccolo III ... son of Fiorenza by Giovanni dalle Carceri of Negroponte 

Francesco I ... husband of Fiorenza, daughter of Marco, son of Guglielmo I; son of Francesco 
Crispo of Negroponte 
Jacopo I, the Peaceful ... son of Francesco I 
Giovanni II ... son of Francesco I; Venetian vassal 1418 
Jacopo II ... son of Giovanni II 
Gian Giacomo ... posthumous son of Jacopo II 


Salona itself, but perhaps not all of its territory, was occupied by Epirus from 1210 until sometime after 1218. 
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1453-1463 
1463 
1463—1480 
1480—1494 
1494 
1494—1500 
1500—1510 

1510-1517 

1517-1564 

1564—1566 
1566—1571 

1571-1572- 


House of Orsini 
: 1107—1116: 
:ii36—1159: 
:ii64— 1304 
1304-1317 
1317-1313 
1313 —13 31 
1331—1357 
House ofTocco 
1357 - 1376 : 
:i377 _ 1419 

& :i377—1418 
1419—1448 
1448-1479 
1479-1481 
1481—1483 


Guglielmo II ... son of Francesco I; regent 1447 

Francesco II ... son ofNiccolo, son of Francesco I 

Jacopo III ... son of Francesco II 

Giovanni III ... son of Francesco II 

Francesco III ... bastard son of Giovanni III; deposed 

(to Venice) 

Francesco III ... restored; deposed, died 1511 
(to Venice) 

Giovanni IV ... son of Francesco III; Ottoman vassal 1537 
+ Francesco IV ... son of Giovanni IV; associated 1545—: 1550 
Jacopo IV ... son of Giovanni IV; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultdnixc l '>') 

Jacopo IV ... restored; deposed, died 1576 
(to the Ottoman sultanate 1571) 

Counts palatine of Cephalonia (Kephallenia) and Zante (Zakynthos), dukes of Leucadia (Leukas) 

Matteo I ... count palatine of Cephalonia, Zante, and Ithaca; papal vassal 1107 

Matteo II ... son of Matteo I; Achaean vassal 1136 

Riccardo ... son of Matteo II 

Giovanni I ... son of Riccardo; also Leucadia 1195 

Niccolo ... son of Giovanni I; Epirus 1318—1313 

Giovanni II ... son of Giovanni I; deposed; Epirus 1313 — 1335; Thessaly 1333 — 1335 
(Cephalonia and Zante to Naples 1315; Leucadia to Naples 1331 16 ) 

Leonardo I ... son of Guglielmo Tocco by Margherita, daughter of Giovanni I; also Leucadia 1361 
Carlo I ... son of Leonardo I; in Cephalonia; Ioannina 1411 —1419; Arta 1416—1419 
Leonardo II ... son of Leonardo I; in Zante 

Carlo II ... son of Leonardo II; Ioannina 1419—1430; Arta 1419—1448 
Leonardo III ... son of Carlo II; Arta 1448 — 1449; deposed, died 1495 
(to the Ottoman sultanixe) 

Antonio ... son of Carlo II 

(Zante to Venice 1481; Cephalonia to Venice 1483, then to the Ottoman sultdnaxz 1485, then to 
Venice again with Leucadia 1500) 


■5 During the period 1566—1579 Naxos was given to Joao Miquez (Yosef Nasi’), the son of Agostinho Miquez, a 
Portuguese Jew, to govern as Ottoman vassal. 

16 Leucadia was administered by Gautier II of Athens until 1355, then by Graziano Zorzi until 1361. 



